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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) 1.4.6.7.9.11.12 and 14-1 ft j s /are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8M Claim(s) 1,4,6J,9,1 1,12 and 14-16 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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In view of Applicant's amendment filed August 23, 2004 (significantly amending claims 
1 and 9, and presenting new claims 15 and 16) a restriction to one of the following inventions is 
now required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1, 4, 6 and 7, drawn to a filter cartridge, classified in class 210, subclass 
266. 

II. Claims 9, 1 1, 12, 14 and 15, drawn to a filter cartridge, classified in class 210, 
subclass 282. 

III. Claim 16, drawn to a filter cartridge, classified in class 210, subclass 282. 

The inventions are independent and distinct from one another because: the filter cartridge 
of Group I does not require the "filter housing wider than it is long" (claim 9, line 4) and the 
"means for retaining ..." (claim 9, lines 16-19) of Group II, nor the "third passageway" (claim 
16, lines 9-1 1 and 15-17) of Group III; the filter cartridge of Group II does not require the "lid 
member having a slotted dome" (claim 1, line 18) and "means for externally mounting a filter to 
the dome" (claim 1, line 21) of Group I, nor the "third passageway" (claim 16, lines 9-11 and 15- 
17) of Group III; and the filter cartridge of Group III does not require the "lid member having a 
slotted dome" (claim 1, line 18) and "means for externally mounting a filter to the dome" (claim 
1, line 21) of Group I, nor the "filter housing wider than it is long" (claim 9, line 4) and the 
"means for retaining ..." (claim 9, lines 16-19) of Group II. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to I. Cintins whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 155. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Duane Smith, can be reached at (571) 272-1 166. 

The centralized facsimile number for the USPTO is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ivars C. Cintins 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 

I. Cintins 

November 14, 2004 




